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Build to Feed 

Thoughts from the Development Director 

 

Change is ubiquitous. We observe it in our 

children, in our neighborhoods, businesses and 

organizations.  Change that we can explain or 

plan is called development - child development, 

community development, etc. People tend to feel 

more positive about change that is planned or 

controlled - but those options aren’t always avail-

able.    Sometimes businesses and organizations 

hire consultants or staff to manage and plan spe-

cific elements of change - such as fundraising, 

public relations, or business development.  These 

persons are usually called Development Directors 

or Directors of Development. 

Sonshine Soup Kitchen has undergone much 

change this year - from the process of purchasing 

and fitting out the new building to the retirement 

of our long-time executive director.  During this 

period of change, the SSK Board of Directors 

chose to reconfigure the administrative positions 

in the organization in order to move purposefully 

toward planned changes. 

Now I find myself tasked with the responsi-

bility of Development Director of SSK.  

After a multi-faceted career in the arts, teach-

ing, mission work and volunteerism, SSK has of-

fered me the opportunity to call on my entire life 

repertoire.  The goal is to develop and manage a 

fundraising and public relations program that 

will support the actual work of the mission as 

well as pay off the mortgage on our new property. 

This is no small task and I approach it with 

humility and constant prayer.  Being a bit like 

Gideon, I asked the Lord for confirmation that I 

should walk away from my early retirement and 

take on this mission. This was an unexpected 

change to my plan. “Yes,” was the indisputable 

answer I received while watching the hungry fed, 

the needy clothed, and the miracles that happen 

every day at SSK!  So I serve as development di-

rector, praying for guidance and rejoicing for this 

opportunity. 

Even unexpected change can be blessing.  

After 28 years, SSK is beginning a more mature 

phase. So am I.  I expect to see SSK flourish and 

be an even stronger asset to the community over 

the next few years. 

On behalf of the board and staff, I hope you 

will remain with us and be part of the daily mira-

cles. 

May you be blessed for everything you do for 

SSK. 

 

Marilyn Olbricht 
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Dear Friends, 

 I would just like to take this op-

portunity to introduce myself.  My name 

is Christina Grover and I have been 

hired as the new kitchen coordinator at 

the Sonshine Soup Kitchen.  I am so 

very excited and honored to be working 

with a wonderful group of people who 

truly understand the need we have here 

in Derry.  I have been here for three 

weeks now and absolutely love it!  Such 

dedication and true affection for a job 

are hard to find and I’ve been lucky 

enough to find it.  I’ve been a stay at 

home mother to two children for 15yrs 

and I knew we were ready to have me go 

back to work.   I’ve been volunteering at 

the soup kitchen for the last 2.5yrs with 

the Daughters of Isabella from St. 

Thomas Aquinas Parish, and as soon as 

this opportunity came up, I jumped 

right in.  I am so happy to be here and I 

hope I can make a difference here at the 

Sonshine Soup Kitchen.    Stop in and 

say “hi” one of these days.  Thank you so 

much, 

Christina M. Grover 

 
 

Dear Sonshine Soup Kitchen, 

It has not been an easy decision to make, as 

I have so enjoyed being the Kitchen Coordina-

tor here, but I am stepping out on the next leg 

of my journey in life to take a part-time posi-

tion as a Nanny. My wonderful Christian co-

workers/friends and the eclectic mix of the en-

joyable clientele are difficult for me to give up 

but I trust you will all welcome my replace-

ment with the same love and joy with which 

you welcomed me. Volunteers that I have had 

the pleasure to work with and teach, especially 

the young people, have taught me so much and 

have been so enthusiastic that it has helped 

keep me young in spirit, but… I underestimat-

ed just how difficult it is on my body to work 

a second job which requires additional hours 

on my feet. That realization has been VERY 

hard on my ego! 

Jesus said to “feed the hungry” so, as an 

Italian Christian woman, it has been a dream 

job! To see smiling faces with full stomachs 

leave the Sonshine Soup Kitchen most every 

Monday through Friday for the last year has 

been a tremendous blessing for me and I thank 

you for letting me be part of your lives. I will 

miss you all but will keep you in my prayers 

as I hope you will keep me in yours. With love 

and God’s blessings, Trish Woodward    
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FOOD 

 Low sodium vegetable juice 

 Low sugar fruit juice 

 Canned pears 

 Parmesan cheese 

 Canned ham 

 Canned chicken 

 Dill pickles 

 Sweet pickles 

 Butter 

 Canned corn 

 Canned mushrooms 

 

OTHER 

 Paper/plastic disposable soup bowls 

 Liquid hand soap individual pumps and refill 

liquid 

 Paper/plastic disposable salad bowls 

 Disposable knives, forks and spoons 

 Dessert paper plates 

 Paper towels 

 Multipurpose copier paper 

 Bleach (store brands work for us too) 

 Soft Scrub (store brands work for us too) 

 Sponges 

 Food baggies, sandwich, pint and gallon size 

 Laundry detergent 

 Post-It notes 

 Easel paper 

  

WISH LIST 

 Wireless projector 

Current needs 

Up-to-date information is important to us, so if you 

change your address, phone number or e-mail ad-

dress, please let us know. If at any time you do not 

wish to receive newsletters, please call or e-mail the 

office, and we will remove you from the list.  Call 

437-2833 or e-mail office@sonshinesoupkitchen.org. 

If you would prefer electronic delivery, send us 

an email  and use “subscribe” as your subject. In the 

message, tell us who you are and what address to 

remove from our post mailing list. For each newslet-

ter we do not mail, we save up to $.30. 

 

Data updates and e-mail 

 

12/31/15 YTD 

Guests served    6111 

Meals served                9872 

Average meals per day         46  

Average people per day         26  

Volunteer hours logged    6053 

12/31/16 YTD 

Guests served     7876 

Meals served     13,402 

Average meals per day         52 

Average people per day         30 

Volunteer hours logged    7854  

Numbers to note 

https://smile.amazon.com/


 

4 Crystal Avenue # 4 
Derry, NH  03038-2428 
Phone: 603-437-2833 

program@sonshinesoupkitchen.org 
office@sonshinesoupkitchen.org 
 www.sonshinesoupkitchen.org 

 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 1-6 p.m. 
Meal served at 4:30 p.m., Monday ~ Friday 

 

 

 

Linda German, Chairperson 
Lloyd Wagoner, Vice Chair 

Jean Manley Treasurer 
Cynthia Cleary Secretary 

Atty. Edmund Boutin 
Jan Daigle 

Dave Forest 
Margaret Ives 

Marilyn Olbricht 
Greg Smith 

Diane Swinarski 
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! 

Do you want the absolute latest 

in Soup Kitchen 

news?  
 

 

Please join us as we pray for: 

  Victims of the heroin epidemic and 
their families 

 Weekly Bible study group 

 Victims of gun violence 

 All those struggling with addiction 

 For all those in the Family Promise 
program 

…is to be an interfaith community project to reach 

out to individuals and families struggling to live inde-

pendently. We do this primarily by serving a free meal in a 

spiritually uplifting atmosphere to any person who enters 

our facilities and by seeking to exhibit the love and grace 

of Jesus Christ in our service. 

Cash, check, Paypal, GoFundme, Wash pots 

and pans, host a fundraising event. Raid your 

piggy bank, harvest some vegetables. The many 

ways you can help us are limited only by your 

imagination 

 

http://twitter.com/SonshineSoupKit
http://www.facebook.com/330943513607229

